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statue of David, and others, all intended to occupy niches
on the walls of the cathedral, the campanile, or the church
of Or San Michele, Donatello produced in 1416 his St.
George, generally considered his masterpiece, which gave him
the position of the first sculptor of his time.

But Donatello was to go further than this. About the year
1432 44 he executed for Cosimo his bronze statue of Davtd,
and this statue introduced a new era in the art of sculpture.
For it was the first isolated nude statue that had been made
for more than a thousand years. Even the St. George (besides
embodying no attempt to depict the human form undraped)
had only been made for a niche; but this statue of David
was intended to stand in the cor tile of Cosimo's palace and
be looked at from every side. This "remarkable innova-
tion/' as Lord Balcarres justly calls it,45 advanced Dona-
tello 's reputation to a still greater degree than even his St
George had done, having an immediate effect on all the
sculptors of his time, and spreading Donatello's fame far
beyond Italy. Seeing it as we now do in the museum of the
Bargello, surrounded by many others, we are apt to forget
the distinguished position which this statue holds as the leader
of all that followed it in sculpture.

The only others of Donatello's numerous works46 neces-
sary to notice here are his statue of Judith slaying Holofernes,
and his medallions copied from antique gems. The Judith
was executed, like the David, for the cortile of the Medici
Palace, and was finished shortly after the family moved into
the palace in I44O.47 This statue had an important history
some fifty years later (see chap, x). The medallions, which
still remain in excellent preservation over the arches of the
cortile, are copies in marble of eight antique gems, the sub-
jects being Diomede and the Palladium, Bacchus and
Ariadne, Ulysses and Athena, Daedalus and Icarus, and four
others of minor interest. The original gems were in the
Medici collection. Whether these medallions were completed
and placed in position at the time when the palace was first